
 

Exceptional Learners Policy 
 
School Vision - Nurture Lifelong Learning 
We aspire to be an inclusive, world-class school of choice for parents in Dubai, where every 
student is happy, positive and thriving academically, socially and emotionally.  
 
Associated Mission Statements 

- Ensure every student achieves his or her academic potential  
- Provide unique and inclusive learning opportunities and pathways for all students 

 
Rationale 
 
Arcadia School is committed to promoting high achievement and encouraging all children to 
strive for excellence, developing their talents and abilities to the full. Our approach is 
inclusive, recognising each child’s right to a broad and balanced curriculum. We believe that 
the role of the school is to provide a wide range of challenging learning opportunities that will 
enable each individual, including those with exceptional abilities, to realise their potential. 
Through clearly defining, identifying and acting upon exceptional learners, we aim to achieve 
the following:  
  

- To provide pathways for exceptional learners to reach at their full potential.   
- To accurately identify and monitor exceptional learners. 

 
Definition, Identification and Action 
At Arcadia, exceptional learners can fall into one or more of two categories:  
 

1. Exceptional Learners - High Flyers 
2. Performance Pathways - Rising Stars 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Exceptional Learners - High Flyers 
 

Exceptional learners are those who have an SAS (via GL/CAT4) that puts them above average 
when compared nationally and those who are working significantly above ARE following teacher 

assessment. 
Subject 

Area Identification Action 

CAT4 
and/or GL 
Progress 
Test 

Based on GL and CAT4 outcomes: 
 

2+ CAT4 SAS: >118 
and/or 

1+ CAT4 SAS: >126 
and/or 

2+ PT SAS: >116 
and/or 

1+ PT SAS: >126 

Once identified, exceptional learners are 
catered for using the following actions:  
 
→ Strength and strategy profile is created for 
each student identified. This utilises CAT4 
profile information to understand how best the 
student learns.  
→ Using Bloom's Taxonomy, Lesson planning 
addresses exceptional learners through 
providing opportunities for thinking at 
increasing complexities.  
→ Where applicable, students are invited to 

partake in experiences which target areas of 
strength.  

English 

External Data:  
- CAT4 (Verbal)  
- GL PTE 
- Renaissance Reading Age 

 
Internal:  

- Based on internal data trackers, students are identified 
as significantly above.  

Mathemati
cs 

External Data:  
- CAT4 (Quantitative/ Spatial)  
- GL PTM 

 
Internal:  

- Based on internal data trackers, students are identified 
as significantly above.  

Science 

External Data:  
- CAT4 (Year 2 Upwards) 
- GL PTS (KS2)  

 
Internal:  

- Based on internal data trackers, students are identified 
as significantly above.  

Arabic A 
Data Outcomes:  

- External assessment outcomes CAT4/IBT 
- Internal assessments 

→ Form wider links to allow students to excel, 
for instance... 
→ Lesson planning addresses strength through 
providing opportunities for extension and 
further exploration. 
→ Provide additional opportunities for students 
to practise and excel, for instance, students 
who excel in poetry or writing stories are 
enrolled in national competitions  
→ sets higher goals and assesses  progress 
toward goals. 

Arabic B 
and 
Language
s 

Data Outcomes:  
- External assessment outcomes CAT4/IBT 
- Internal assessments 

 
Acquire the new language faster than the rest of the students in 
This level of study  
 
The indicators: Measurements 

● Have a strong desire to put language together 
themselves. 

● Achieving a higher level than the year of study. 
Arabic objectives frame of work for year groups  



 

 
 
Exceptional Learners - High Flyers Register 
 
The Exceptional Learner Register captures the data from both external and internal 
assessments including:  
 
Essential Criteria:  

- CAT4 
- Requirements: 2+ CAT4 SAS: >118 and/or 1+ CAT4 SAS: >126 

- GL Progress Tests 
- Requirements: 2+ PT SAS: >116 and/or 1+ PT SAS: >126 

 
Supporting Data:  

- Renaissance STAR Reading Assessment 
- Requirements: Above by at least 1 year  

- Internal Data Outcomes  
- Requirements: Above curriculum standards in relevant subject strange  

 
Following identification, teachers specify which subject area the student would be 
considered a ‘high flyer’. Following from this, teachers populate the strength and strategy 
profile.   
 
 

● Internal and external data outcome  
● Excelling in certain language skills  
● Show creativity and imagination when using language. 
● Acquire the new language faster than the rest of the 

students in This level of study. 
● Pick up new language and structures quickly. 
● Make connections and classify words and structures 

to help them learn more effectively. 
● Seek solutions and ask further questions. 
● Show an intense interest in the cultural features of the 

language being studied. 

→ Provide extra curricular activities with 

providing feedback on the  activity’s  success, 
 
 

Islamic 
Studies 

Data Outcomes:  
-Criterion: Quran Recitation / Memorization 
-Tracking record (Qur’an tree) 
 CriterionQuranRecitation.docx 
-Internal assessment  
-Classroom activities (using bloom taxonomy skills)  
- Projects (Little author project and Reading Reflection Pronze)  

→ Form wider links to allow students to recite 
the specific surah with Tajweed.  

→ Lesson planning addresses   strength 
through providing opportunities for extension 
and further exploration. 
→ Provide additional opportunities for students 
to practise and excel, for instance... read 
stories of the Prophets’ Books,  



 
Performance Pathways - Rising Stars  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance Pathways - High Flyers Register 
 
The performance pathways register is designed with the unique characteristics of each 
subject area in mind. The register is broken down into:  
 

1. Category of Excellence (taken from the identification table above)  
→ This specifies which aspect of the subject area a child excels within.  
 

2. Identification  
→ Each of the subject areas have different methods of identifying excellence in 

performance. This could comprise assessment data or external performance exams.  
 

Following identification, teachers specify which subject area the student would be 
considered a ‘Rising Star’. Following from this, teachers populate the strength and strategy 
profile.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Strength and Strategy Profile - Exceptional Learners & Performance Pathways 
 
At the beginning of the Academic Year, upon identifying ‘High Flyer’s’ or ‘Rising Stars’, 
teachers are required to then populate the ‘Strength and Strategy Profile’. This profile 
provides a basis on which teachers can plan specifically to the characteristics of the 
individual child. Using Bloom’s taxonomy, teachers stipulate a ‘baseline step’ and a ‘target 
step’. Blooms Taxonomy is a framework on which thinking skills can be developed and 
increased in complexity. It comprises six progressive thinking steps:  
 

- Knowledge (remembering)  
- Comprehension (understanding) 
- Application 
- Analysis  
- Synthesis (create) 
- Evaluate  

 
Exceptional learners are supported and extended using bloom's taxonomy as the medium 
through which to ask questions, pitch learning objectives and plan learning activities. 
Teachers are encouraged to actively discuss with 
students the language of bloom’s. In younger year groups, teachers introduce child-friendly 
methods of understanding the terminology such as ‘Bloom’s heroes’, characters the 
student’s can get to know and refer back to.  
 
The baseline and target steps are complemented by the identified students ‘learning 
preferences’. Following identification, the relevant class teacher is required to access the 
student’s CAT4 report and access their ‘cognitive characteristics’. These characteristics are 
included in the ‘Strength and Strategy Profile’ and teachers are expected to plan activities 
which complement these. Cognitive characteristics could comprise the following:  
 
- Self-motivated and independent 
- Fast pace of instruction 
- Responds well to independent study skills tasks 
- Activities which require Neev to form hypotheses, make predictions and test outcomes.  
- Questioning should encourage Neev to justify opinions.  
- Verbal strategies including talking about learning, ideas and opinions, gathering information 
through reading and through factual/creative writing tasks.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Finally, subject leaders have a responsibility to provide additional curriculum opportunities to 
extend and nurture the talents of our exceptional learners. As a result, the ‘Strength and 
Strategy Profile’ comprises ‘Additional Opportunities’ where teachers and leaders can 
specify where the students have had the chance to apply their exceptional skills. Examples 
of these include:  
 

- The Arcadia Spelling Bee 
- Science, Mathematics and English Week Participation and Involvement  
- Competitions with locality schools  
- Application and entry into school Olympiads  
- School Sports Squads 
- Music Performances and showcases 
- Art competitions  

Monitoring and Assessment of High Flyers  
 
At the end of each term, teachers engage in a data discussion with their year leader (see 
Data & Assessment Policy). During this discussion, teachers discuss with their Year Leader 
the progress and outcomes for the identified students in the specific areas shown on the 
register. Teachers must explain how they are supporting these children and if they are not 
making better and expected progress, additional support must be implemented to ensure 
that this is the future target. 
 
The rubric used for lesson observations complements the Exceptional Learners policy. For 
example:  
 
1c: Clear and visible learning objectives have been set which reflect high level value and 
adaptation.  
2a: The teacher promotes learning that is challenging and provides multiple opportunities for 
deeper thinking.  
2b: Learning is adapted by the teacher to meet the changing needs of the students when 
appropriate.  
3b - Visible evidence of feedback is available, differentiated and allows students to reflect, 
respond and move at their own pace.  
 
The above statements encourage both the teacher and observer to provide strong 
consideration to the planning and execution of teaching and learning so as to ensure all 
learners are supported and challenged. Where this evidence is pertinent or detrimental to 
Exceptional Learners, ‘Potential Areas for Development’ will specify next steps and 
expectations 
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