
June 12th, 2026 
Principal Scholarship Award Programme (PSAP) 
Year 6 moving to Year 7 2027-28 

Information for Families 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your interest in the PSAP scholarship. This scholarship has been made available to 
students who show exceptional capabilities in the areas of academics, sport, and the arts and an all-
around bursary for those who can demonstrate an outstanding aptitude across two or more of these 
disciplines.  

In this current academic year, Arcadia British School (ABS) has 5 classes of students completing their 
primary learning programme and we expect almost all of these students to move into the Year 7 
programme in 2027-28. This high demand for places has meant that ABS has opened an additional 
25 spaces to ensure that students from other schools (some who host education that finishes at Year 
6) also get the opportunity to share in our wonderful British Independent Education. From this group
of 25, ABS has also committed to offering PSAP scholarship spaces to up to 12 children who are able
to demonstrate outstanding performance and potential in a number of developmental areas. The
broad entry criteria are explained below.

Entry Criteria 
Students can apply for the award by demonstrating one or more of the following characteristics: 

● Academic Excellence: (Up to a 25% bursary for each Key Stage 3-5)
o A CAT4 mean SAS of 120 and above
o A CAT4 aptitude in 2 or more categories of 130 or above
o An average English National Curriculum age-related 11+, 12+ or 13+ test score of

greater than 60% (Combination of English, Mathematics, Science)
o One discipline (English, Mathematics or Science) paper score of 80% or more

● Performing Arts: (Up to a 20% bursary for each Key Stage 3-5)
o Musical qualifications of Grade 5 or above in one or more instruments
o External qualifications through accrediting agencies such as LAMDA (London

Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts), RADA (Royal Academy of Dance)
o History of exceptional performance in recognised productions
o Identification of top 10% performance standards in a school-based audition (dance,

theatre arts, music or a combination)

● Sporting Excellence: (Up to a 25% bursary for each Key Stage 3-5)
o Representation at regional, national or international sports
o High-level performance at district/county levels in 2 or more sports
o High-level club (tier 1 age-related) performance in 2 or more sports
o Identification of top 10% performance standards in a school-based audition in 2 or

more areas



Please note that these awards will not be given on top of scholarships already guaranteed by the 
school (Founders – 30%, Associate - 20%, or Governors - 15%), but instead, may be used to 
increase the bursary offering and will be taken from the full KHDA approved fees.  

If a student does not reach the required level at this point, they may apply again at the next entry point 
to a key stage, for example, Year 9 (14+) for Key Stage 4 GCSE or Year 11 for Key Stage 5 A Levels. 

Please note that scholarships may be awarded as follows: 
- Full Scholarship (Academic, Sport, The Arts, All-rounder)
- Associate Bursary (Academic, Sport, The Arts, All-rounder) – A Partial award based on

assessing individual student standards against age-related norms and Arcadia norms.

Next Steps for Applicants: 

Arcadia British School is proud to launch its 2027-28 SCHOLARSHIP ASSESSMENT DAY. This day 
will be taking place on Saturday 19th September 2026 – at the ABS Secondary Campus. The 
structure of the day will be as follows: 

07.15 am Arrival for any student sitting for a Sporting Assessment 
07.30 am Sporting assessments begin (75 minutes) 
08.45 am Arrival of all students sitting academic papers 
09.00 am Interviews for sports students (non-academic entrants) 
09.00 am 11+ English Paper (30 minutes written paper) begins 
09.45 am 11+ Mathematics Paper (30 minutes non-calculator paper) begins 

09.00 am Arrival of Performing Arts Students (Not sitting for Academic Award) 
09.15 am Performing Arts assessments begin (Individual activities) 
10.00 am Interviews for Performing Arts students (non-academic entrants) 
10.30 am Academic student interviews begin 

Finishing times: 
10.00 am Sporting only applicants 
10.45 am Performing Arts only students 
12.00 pm Academic applicants and any all-rounders. 

Who can apply? 
- Any current ABS student who is currently on-role in Year 6 (2026-27)
- Any external candidate from the UAE or currently internationally educated in Year 6 (2026-27)

NB – Students are applying for excellence awards and if their initial documentation highlights that 
their experience does not meet minimum requirements, they may NOT be offered the chance to apply 

What do I do next? 

- Register your interest by clicking on this LINK
- Once you have completed the documentation and have received a response, please submit:

o The most recent CAT4 Test of equivalent (e.g. MAP test, GL test)
o The most recent school report (End of Year 5 (Grade 4))
o Any supporting documents, including a reference letter, video of performance, 

certificates, digital portfolio etc.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxpZ5oj6d4PuuMijM0SnRoGN1eAygA0I6Mlj0HS68MtLJOwQ/viewform


What if I can’t make that day with my child? 
Don’t panic! We will ensure the opportunity for your son or daughter to come and complete their 
assessment with us in October or November. This can be arranged directly with Grace Adeja, our 
Secondary Academic Secretary. 

We are delighted to be offering this exceptional support programme to the Dubai, national and global 
community and look forward to meeting you and your children at Arcadia British School. 

During the assessment day please ensure applicants: 
- have snacks and drinks appropriate to their activities
- have appropriate clothing for their activities:

o PE/Sports kit relevant to their activities
o Comfortable fitting clothing for Performing Arts
o Smart-casual clothing for academic activities
o School Uniform will NOT be necessary for the activities

If there are any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact: 

Academic Secretary – Grace Adeja – grace.adeja@arcadia.sch.ae 
Main point of contact for the scholarships 

Head of Admissions – Jordan Elam – jordan.elam@arcadia.sch.ae  
PA to the Principal – Jaclyn Redgwick – Jaclyn.redgwick@arcadia.sch.ae 

To whet your appetite further, please do not hesitate to find out more on our Arcadia British School 
website HERE 

With very best wishes 

GDPruett
Mr. Giles Pruett B.Ed. (Hons) M.A.Ed. 
Executive Principal  

https://arcadia.sch.ae/scholarships/

